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2013 - 2014 Topics
Practice Problem One/Optional Problem – Social Isolation
PP#2/Qualifying Problem – Desertification
Regional Competition – Surveillance Society
State Competition – Land Transportation
International Competition – TBA
* See website for topic descriptors.
Be sure to ask us about the Community Problem Solving Component

As evaluators and coaches, we often describe what we do as “teaching students how to think, not what to think.”
Students might say that they are “learning how to think, not what to think.” The vision that Dr. E. Paul Torrance, founder
of the FPSP, had for students went beyond this. His vision was for students to “create positive futures.” The FPSP uses a
six-step process to guide students toward these goals.
The FPSP teaches a process which engages students to think by:
Step 1 - Researching a topic and brainstorming Possible Challenges
Step 2 - Developing an Underlying Problem
Step 3 - Brainstorming Solution Ideas
Steps 4-5 - Developing and Applying Criteria
Step 6 - Developing a Plan of Action
For more information, see our website or contact cheryl@mnfpsp.org
International
Competition
CmPS Team
North Junior High,
St. Cloud
(Photo at Left)

Co-Coaches:
Back Row

Karlyn Doyle (left)
Carol Winkelman
Students, left to
right:

Parker Kayser
Jocelyn Filiyaro
Chelsie Hennen
Ryan Ahles
See story on page
3
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North Junior High CmPS Team Stomps Out Bullying
Through FPS, students experience the
excitement of creative thinking and the thrill of resolving
complex problems with unique solution ideas. One of
the conponents of FPS is Community Problem Solving
(CmPS). Community Problem Solvers decide on an
issue affecting their school, local or global community,
bring together a team of students, develop a plan of
action, and put that plan into action to help solve the
problem they chose. Our school (North Jr. High in St.
Cloud, MN) had not participated in CmPS before, but
decided to take the leap this past year, with
encouragement from our State FPS Director. Two
students, a boy in 8th grade and a boy in 7th grade, got
this project started by making and producing a video for
an Anti-Bullying Contest that our school district hosted.
The boys garnered support from Student Council
members and submitted their video for the contest. Even
though they did not win the contest, the boys decided to
continue their efforts to fight bully behavior in our
school when school began the following fall. They
recruited three other team members, who happened to be
sixth grade girls.

that it was their wealth of knowledge about and intense
passion and pride in their project that carried them to
victory! After the State FPS Bowl, the team worked
hard to continue their efforts at our school, refine their
written report and oral presentation, and fundraise for the
trip to Indiana University for the International FPS
Competition. The students planned out what needed to
be done to prepare for the competition and the trip itself.
While at the International Competition, the
students were amazed by the sheer number of people that
were at Indiana University, the amount of teams and
individuals participating, and the passion that students
had for their work and FPS in general. Our team met
with teams from all over the United States and around
the world. They connected especially well with students
from Kentucky and Australia. Friendships developed
and will continue for years to come. The experience at
IC made them even more excited about participating in
FPS and CmPS in the future. It gave the students many
opportunities to learn more about FPS, how they can
participate in all aspects of the program, and have TONS
OF FUN! They had so many positive things to say
about their experiences and are anxious to get started on
their project for this coming year. They even started
their planning on the way home from Indiana!

After coming together, they brainstormed ideas,
planned activities, gathered resources they needed, and
titled their project “Stomp Out Bullying at North Junior
High”. The team chose the topic of bully behavior
because they felt that bullying was something that if we
all worked together could be lessened in our school.
They researched bullying and laws/policies related to it,
developed a plan of action, prepared activities for their
classmates to do to raise awareness of bully behavior in
school. The team interviewed the principal and spoke
with other staff members to make sure their activities
would fit well into activities already planned and support
the school district’s efforts to lessen bully behavior, too.
Each team member brought unique talents and ideas to
the project and it was a pleasure to watch them bond as a
“family.” They supported each other through the
struggles and challenges projects like this can present.

The leadership skills they developed through
this CmPS project and IC experience will stick with
them for the rest of their lives! All of the members of
this team have grown and developed as they moved
through the various stages of their project. What an
honor it was to work with this team!! It was amazing to
watch them become the true leaders of tomorrow,
thinking in creative and unique ways to solve the
world’s problems.
Article Written By Karlyn Doyle, CmPS Coach

To prepare for the State Competition, the team
prepared a written report summarizing their project and
an oral presentation to share with visitors and the judges.
Our team did a great job in both parts of the competition,
but the judge told them after the competition was over
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Board President - Nathan Duffy
I'm very happy with all that has been accomplished
during my first year as Board President. I'd like to thank
the many people responsible for helping to make things
happen. Coaches, parents, students, volunteers, and an
energetic board help us to reach out to more and more
students each year. Technology is bringing us closer
together. While it can often challenge us, it also helps us
to stay better connected. ROCS helped us to do more
without having to increase staff. Read on in this
newsletter to discover our next steps using ROCS. I'm
looking forward to beginning another FPS season with
its challenges and its rewards. If you have any ideas to
help us to get even better, be sure to contact me, Nathan
Duffy at duffy42@gmail.com

Kyle has also been a great asset as my assistant during
the Regional and State competitions. We, however,
continue to look for new evaluators.
During this next year I will be helping out on a subcommittee for FPSPI around the evaluation process. I’m
looking forward to giving some input from the
Minnesota evaluation perspective. I'm also in the early
stages of planning to be in Ames, Iowa, for next year’s
IC. I hope to be there at least a couple days to
participate in the meetings and gain further information
to bring back to our evaluation team.
I continue to look for a replacement for my role. My
family grew last year with the birth of our son, Elliot, in
November. Like everyone else, I feel my free time
being shortened every day as the children get older. This
person needs know and understand the FPS process, but
does not necessarily have to have evaluation experience.
I am more than happy to train and mentor this person for
a couple years to help make the transition. If you know
of a good candidate please let Cheryl or me know.

A Word from the
Evaluation Director
By Adam Schoh
2012-2013 was a good year for our
evaluation team. We currently have
about 25-30 active evaluators and
Cheryl has already recruited 4 new
evaluators to our team for next year.
This number includes a couple of evaluators in other
states that were able to help us through our ROCS online
evaluating system. Being our 2nd year of truly using this
program, Cheryl and I were able to cut down on the
administrative piece and were more able to focus on
implementing it for Minnesota.

Our goal as an evaluation team is to help your teams
succeed in FPS. Throughout the years, we see ourselves
as your teams’ second coaches. We love to see the
creative, futuristic thinking from the teams and also
great results at the International Competition.
We are always looking for your feedback, as well.
Coaches, please contact me with any questions or
concerns you have throughout the year. I had a few
coaches reach out to me last year; this information helps
tremendously. Our evaluation weekends are fast-paced
so we do miss things from time to time. By contacting
me (adam.schoh@gmail.com or 651-283-0692), I can
implement this information into our coaching and
training that I may not have otherwise known about. .

The more we can use ROCS, the easier it is for us to
recruit evaluators, cut down on evaluation times and
evaluations per evaluator, improve feedback to the
teams, and improve accuracy. My recommendation for
the 2013-2014 year is to require each Senior team to do
every packet through this system (typed not uploaded.)
Although there may be a few small hurdles to overcome
to achieve this goal, the long term benefits will far
outweigh the short term hurdles. Ideally, within a few
years all of our teams will be competing through ROCS.

Our team looks forward to working with all of you for
the upcoming year. Thank you for everything all of you
give to this tremendous program and good luck with the
new year!

Our evaluation weekends this past year seemed to be the
smoothest they've ever been. We are always developing
more efficient processes to help speed up our weekends
and reduce stress for our evaluation team . My brother

“A person who never made a mistake never
tried anything new.” – Albert Einstein
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2012-2013 Accomplishments

creativity?!
What does it mean if something is
“original?” Be prepared for hands-on activities.
Sue and Kathy coached students to state and
international competitions for 30 years. They have been
state evaluators since 1980 and are also International
Evaluators. Don’t miss this opportunity as they share
their “tricks of the trade” and “though the eyes of an
evaluator!”
NOTE FOR ALL WORKSHOPS: Training materials
are included in the registration fee. Additional materials
will be available for purchase. (Credit Hours Available)
Register at: http://www.mnfpsp.org
CmPS – Community Problem Solving
Coach Training
Facilitated by Lisa Sauer
Saturday, September 21, 9:00 a.m. to Noon. (Forest
Lake): Due to an increase in interest in the Community
Problem Solving Component and its relationship to
STEM and the 21st Century Skills, we are offering this
opportunity to learn how to start a team, how to start a
project, and how to carry out the action plan. Included
in the coach fee is the coaching manual.
Prerequisites: You must have been
trained in the FPS process and have
coached Global Issues Problem Solving
for at least one year.

1. Increased team registrations by 9, bringing us up
to 273 teams. (Our goal was 275 - close!)
2. Served 2,323 students, up from 2,075 the
previous year. (Goal was 2,200!)
3. Added two new districts to the Global Issues
Team Competition but lost one .
4. Successfully used ROCS for all Problem One
and Two Evaluations and to assist with State and
Regional Competition Evaluations.

Workshop Information
Beginner Coaches*
Facilitated by Cheryl Whitesitt
1. Thursday, September 19, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(Richfield): Day One will focus on learning the FPS
process. Full day attendance is required. The cost for
this day is $125.00. You may attend just this one day.
Workshop Fee includes the “Coach’s Handbook.”
2. Friday, September 20, 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
(Richfield): Day Two will focus on coaching/teaching
and using the FPS process. Day One attendance is
required to be eligible for this session. The cost is
$75.00 for this day.
3. Tuesday, October 22, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(Richfield): This one day Beginner session will focus on
learning the FPS process and costs $125.00. Workshop
Fee includes the “Coach’s Handbook.”
*All Beginner sessions include hands-on training of
the six-step FPS process, information about the FPSP
components, and registration information – everything
you need to get FPS started in your school or district.
Advanced Coach Training
Facilitated by Sue Karp and Kathleen Ketola
Friday, September 20, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(Richfield): This session is for anyone with one or more
years of coaching experience and costs $95.00. We have
coaches that are beginning their second year of coaching
(highly recommended) as well as coaches that have been
involved for many years. In this session you will
experience best practices. How do you get your students
to do research? What are some brainstorming tips?
How do I help my students to refine their criteria? How
do I stimulate creative and innovative ideas? What is

Due to the nature of this component, student and parent
involvement is very important. Hence, while it is not
required, we are encouraging both to participate in this
training module. The cost is: $75.00 per coach, $25.00
per student attending with a coach (up to two students
per coach), and $15.00 per parent attending with a
certified coach.
Register at http://www.mnfpsp.org
Evaluator Training and Retreat
Facilitated by Adam Schoh
Saturday, October 26, 9:00 a.m. to Noon.
For beginners, this
“What is not started today is never
will extend your
finished tomorrow.”
training beyond
– Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
ROCS. You will have
the opportunity to
meet experienced evaluators and will be matched with a
mentor. The focus of this day is to evaluate one booklet
(cont. on page 6)
using ROCS, our new online
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News from the Executive Director -

(Cont. from page 5)

competition system. Your mentor will work with you
on one or two booklets during the month of November,
evaluating practice packets. Your mentor will continue
to work with you during the Qualifying Problem,
“Desertification” in Early December. In fact, your
mentor will be there for you as long as you need. There
is no charge to anyone that commits to being an
evaluator for the 2013-2014 year. Please bring your
laptop!

Cheryl Whitesitt
Welcome back to the many coaches,
students and parents of the MN FPSP!
Welcome aboard to our new school
districts! For those of you who have
not yet brought the FPSP to your
students, please join us as we help
students to become learners, leaders,
and catalysts for positive change. To
learn more about what we have to offer, either email me
at Cheryl@mnfpsp.org or check out our website at
http://www.mnfpsp.org

Coaches wanting to extend their knowledge of the
FPS process and "see the process through the eyes of the
evaluator" may register and will be charged $30.00.
To register, email: adam.schoh@gmail.com

Last year was our second year of piloting the ROCS
program. ROCS = Registration and Online Component
System. In spite of a major problems at the international
end last November, all of you successfully registered
your teams and uploaded Practice Problems One and
Two onto ROCS. A few senior division teams did their
work directly on ROCS for PP#1 , #2, and for Regional
Competition. Considering our numbers, very few
problems were reported and most, if not all, were user
error. While we often frustrate with technology
problems, the good news is that the system really
worked for us. We received a lot of positive feedback as
coaches and students accessed their typed evaluations
with feedback that they could actually read! Thank you
for your patience and persistence. Keep reading to learn
about our goals for the new FPS season.

Scenario Writing Coach Training
Facilitated by Cynthia Allen
Friday, September 20th 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
FPS Coaches, classroom teachers, and home school
parents, do you have students that would love a creative
writing challenge? Have you been thinking about
Scenario Writing but were unsure how to get started?
Teachers, do you have Language Arts / Writing students
who enjoy writing stories? Are you looking for fresh
strategies to improve your students’ short story writing
skills?
Scenario Writing is for you! Scenario writers combine
topic research with creative writing to invent a
futuristic story - Project Based Learning at its best!
Take your students’ writing to the next level with tips
from an evaluator’s perspective!

“Out with the old, in with the new:”
1. ALL Team Registrations will again be done on
ROCS this year. We'd also like each coach to
register all of their students on ROCS. More
information will be sent to you when your district
registers.
2. Due to our success with ROCS, we will continue
being all green for the first two problems. This
means that you will again submit your students’
work (team and individuals) on ROCS. You will
have three options: a) Your students may write
their work in the paper booklet and coaches can
then scan the work and upload it onto ROCS, or
b) Your students may type their work into a word
doc booklet, save it, and then (continued on page 7)

During this hands-on training you will learn how to
begin Scenario Writing with your students, how to help
them build towards a finished product, how to apply
revision strategies based on the evaluator’s feedback
(rubric), and how to submit for competition.
Cindy is a veteran teacher, and is an International
Scenario evaluator. She also has coached GIPS and
evaluates GIPS at both the State and International levels.
Included in the $125.00 workshop fee is the FPS
Scenario Writing Handbook: A Guide to Writing
Futuristic Short Stories. CEU’s are also available.
Register at: http://www.mnfpsp.org
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Wayzata High School Takes First!

(cont. from page 6) coaches may upload the work

3.

4.

5.

6.

onto ROCS, or c) students may do their work
directly on ROCS, saving coaches time scanning
and uploading. Remember that these first two
problems are still practice and are not timed.
They must be done by the dates on the calendar
but can be done over the course of several
coaching sessions.
Due to the fact that we saw an improvement in all
levels of work this past year, we will continue
offering an evaluation for the first problem (Social
Isolation) for the GIPS teams and require that
ALL teams submit the second problem,
(Desertification.)
We will again invite a region or a division in a
few regions to actually compete on ROCS in
February. Feel free to volunteer.
Our GOAL at this moment in time is to
REQUIRE all SENIOR Division teams and
individuals to do their work ALL year on ROCS,
for practice problems and competition. If you
foresee any technology problems, please get in
touch with me at cheryl@mnfpsp.org
Before
assuming that "it will not work," be sure to talk
with your students to discover their personal
access to a laptop. We do not want anyone left
out because they do not have the necessary
technology, but let's give this a shot. One hundred
percent of the seniors that worked on ROCS last
year want to work on ROCS all year, including for
the competition, so let's give it our best.
The State Competition will be moving again.
Centennial Middle School in Lino Lakes will be
hosting on March 29, 2014. Once again, all
teams will be doing their written work and
preparing their presentations in one large venue.
The divisions will still split into separate venues
when performing their presentations. This new
venue will be better suited for this platform.

Reprinted with permission from Wayzata High School

Back row from left to right are Roy Zhao, Abram Sanderson
and coach Thomas Kilkelly.
Front row from left to right are Lynn Zhang, Amy Xiong and
Jenny Lai.

Students on the Wayzata High School Math Team took
first place in this year’s Moody’s Mega Math Challenge
out of 1,054 submitted papers. The team earned first
place after its 15-minute presentation in New York on
April 29 at Moody’s Corporation headquarters in
Manhattan to a panel of professional applied
mathematicians.
The team won the top scholarship prize from The
Moody’s Foundation’s of $20,000 for the team.
The goal of the Moody’s Mega Math Challenge is to
spotlight the relevancy and power of mathematics in
solving real-world issues and inspire students to pursue
careers in STEM-related fields. The contest’s topic this
year is especially relevant as 2013 has been designated
the International Year of Mathematics on Planet Earth.
Every five seconds, Americans use 60,000 plastic bags
and consume 2,000 bottled drinks. The 5,809 math
students across 29 states spent last weekend devising
methods to quantify and manage this waste for the
challenge.

“Some things never change…”
1. District Registrations can be found under the
"What's New" tab at http://www.mnfpsp.org
2. Workshop Registrations are also under the
"What's New" tab. On the registration page, you
will see the dates of the workshops. Choose the
date of your workshop, then click on the
workshop of choice in the dropdown box.

During Challenge weekend, students were given 14
hours to work in teams of 3-5 to solve the problem. Each
group had to quantify the plastic waste filling our
nation's landfills, come up with the best recycling
methods for U.S. cities to implement based on their
demographics, and recommend guidelines for
nationwide recycling standards.
Continued on page 8
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Wayzata takes First, cont.

words, ocean soup isn't exactly a popular topic for mass
media, or social media.

This champion team of five twelfth-graders from
Plymouth, Minnesota-based Wayzata High School will
share $20,000 from a total scholarship pool of $115,000,
along with well-deserved bragging rights, after being
selected from thousands of participants for coming up
with the best mathematical solutions to the country's –
and world's--growing plastic pollution and recycling
crisis.

My oldest child, Ashleigh, age 9, was able to attend the
State Competition with me, and was almost as engaged
in the research as I was. As it turned out, the idea of
microplastics in our water became a constant source of
concern to her - even now, several months later, she's
still worried about water quality. One of the things we
learned is that plastic bags account for a large percentage
of the microplastic pollution in water. Larger plastic
items, too, contribute by degrading over time - not
biodegrading, however, but just turning into smaller and
smaller plastic pieces. While there are other sources for
pollution in the oceans - everything from ship wrecks to
fishing nets - ocean soup is by and large comprised of
microplastics.

(Editor's Note: Amy, Jenny, and Lynn are Future
Problem Solvers and give FPS credit for helping to
develop their strong creative thinking skills and problem
solving skills. They said they used the FPS process to
help format their plan. Congratulations Team! By the
way, does the Moody topic sound familiar? Remember
our State Topic 2013 - "Ocean Soup.")

Goals for 2013-2014

So, how can we, in small town Minnesota (nowhere near
an ocean), help reduce microplastics in ocean water so
that overall water quality is improved? Hmmm - all of
sudden, my daughter and I had a rough underlying
problem!

1. Increase GIPS team numbers to 280.
2. Increase student participation to 2,500.
3. Grow the Scenario Writing and Community
Problem Solving Components.
4. Continue to increase teaching creative and
critical thinking in the classroom.
5. Continue supporting new and experienced
coaches.
6. Increase contact and following up with districts
interested in developing an FPS program.
7. Increase ROCS use, in preparation for actually
competing on ROCS by 2014.

As we thought about our research, and the potential
solutions, I returned to the internet and started
researching plastic bag recycling programs. Lo and
behold, there is one in Minnesota called "It's In the Bag."
Currently, the program is limited to larger metro areas but small towns such as ours, can help invite the
program in, too.
Several phone calls and emails with our City
Administrator, Winona County Recycling Coordinator,
and It's In the Bag program director later - I once again
learned how instituting solutions in real life can take a
bit more work than on paper. :) In fact, during the time
it took me to contact everyone, the It's In the Bag
program changed hands and is now administered by
Minnesota Waste.

Plastic particles in
my water? Oh my!
By Leigh Campbell
Researching this year's State Competition topic, Ocean
Soup, revealed a new world to my family and me. While
we were all aware that water is easily polluted, our
family didn't realize the degree to which plastics have
invaded our oceans and threaten fresh water sources.
Now, I'm notoriously bad about keeping up with the
news, so I'm sure I've missed information on this before.
Ocean soup, however, isn't an issue that brings the
masses out to protest. The research I did find online
tended to the scientific, such as the NOAA. In other

I also learned that due to funding shortages, the burden
of creating a new program, in a new location, generally
falls on the person or organization interested in it. First,
there must be collection centers - not a huge problem
here in St. Charles, as there are several places in town
that would likely agree to (Plastic continued on page 9)
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(Plastic continued from page 8)
host a drop site. Since large businesses are one of the
biggest sources of plastic film and bags, many will agree
to collect plastic from the general public, too, and we
have several businesses like this in town.

Give to the MAX Day
Thursday, November 14

But then that plastic must be collected again, transported
to, and sorted in a regional center. Vocational centers
that work with disabled adults generally handle the
processing of the plastic bags, film and other similar
recyclables. DACs need the program to be selfsustaining (financially speaking), so It's In the Bag is
typically paired with one or two other programs Message in a Bottle or Recycle Holidays.

On Thursday, November 14, the MN FPSP will, for the
second year, participate in the Minnesota Give to the
Max Day. Besides your donations, Give MN will
award the following cash prizes for the most
contributed dollars during the 24 hour Give to the Max
period for small non-profits like us: $10,000 for the
first place, $7,500 for the second place, $5,000 for third
place, $2,500 for fourth place, $1,000 for fifth place
and $500 for the sixth through tenth places. There will
also be TWO hourly drawings that add $1,000 to a
person's donation, randomly selected from donors who
gave during each hour event, as well as a $10,000
Supersized Golden Ticket at the end of the event!

After this initial processing, the plastic must next make
its way to a recycling center. You guessed it - there is
no one close to our town doing this. So, someone needs
to be recruited to haul the plastic towards the Twin
Cities area, at a minimum. Private haulers generally find
the loads to expensive to transport. So, it's key to get
enough plastic collected and processed in several areas
(or in one large center) to make it worth the haulers'
time.

In addition, there will be Power Hours where the most
money earned will win a $1,000 grant. The Power
Hours will occur from 2:00-2:59 a.m., 5:00-5:59 a.m.,
5:00-5:59 p.m., 6:00-6:59 p.m., and 11:00-11:59 p.m.
Watch for information to come! With your help, we
can develop a strategic plan to increase the chances of
the MN FPSP winning one of the extra grants. The
board will grant the team of the winning representative
an automatic invitation to the State Competition, free
registration for the team, and free lunches for the team.

In the craziness of summer, I haven't had a chance to
follow up with any local DACs, though I have a few in
mind. I realize now that implementing a bag recycling
program in our town - or even something county-wide is going to take more effort and planning than I'd
originally thought. Ah, real life kicks in! Perhaps this
will turn into a community problem solving activity. Or,
as I was drafting this article, I realized that perhaps a
local Girl Scout or Boy Scout troop would be interested
in helping. Hmmm, the brainstorming continues....

Long Term Board Retirees
A special thanks goes to long term board members
Kathleen Ketola and Joe Lefto for their service to the
MN Future Problem Solving Board of Directors.
Kathleen has served since 1980, when the original
board was established. Kathleen will continue serving
as a State and International Evaluator. Joe has served
on the board since 2004. Like Kathy, Joe will continue
to serve in other capacities. Plan on seeing him at State
in March as he will be judging the Presentations and
has promised to emcee the awards as in years past.
Thank you Kathleen and Joe, for your past service
and continued support!

If you're interested in learning more about bag recycling,
please feel free to contact me or go to:
www.recycleminnesota.org.
Leigh Campbell is a MNFPSP alum, evaluator, coach and
board member. She has also worked with the International
program as an evaluator. She lives in St. Charles with her
husband and three children. Self-employed out of her home,
she is working to implement a competitive FPS program in her
local school district. You can contact Leigh at 507-272-3411
or leigh_campbell@hotmail.com
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Evaluators Needed!

spend four or more hours on a topic but this is done as
time allows.

By Cheryl Whitesitt

As the MN FPSP grows, our need for quality evaluators
grows. Each year we add a few new people and we also
have one or two that retire or move away – however,
moving away is affecting us less and less with ROCS!

Some evaluators assist with the Optional Problem and
Freelance booklets that are submitted early in
November, later in November, late in December, and
again in May.

Our students work hard and deserve
quality feedback.
As Adam
mentioned in his note, the more
evaluators we have the less work
there is for each of us. The best
part is that we are able to give more
quality feedback to help students improve their
problem solving skills.

We need all evaluators to score at least one grouping of
five booklets for the qualifying problem #2 on December
6 and/or 7. We will have onsite evaluators, but because
of ROCS, many will now be able to work from home.

We need your help! The MN FPSP board is asking that
all coaches and, yes, even parents, consider learning how
to be an evaluator. We are especially asking that if your
district has more than five teams, that you provide at
least one evaluator per ten teams.
We will be
contacting you so please get in touch with us so we
don’t have to call you first. Keep in mind that some
states require at least one coach per five teams in a
school district. Texas requires ALL of their coaches to
be evaluators. We’d really rather have you volunteer.
What does it mean to be an evaluator? We will train you
onsite and via ROCS. It is best if you have already been
trained in the FPS process and have coaching experience
but we’ve had great evaluators come on board without
prior FPS coaching experience. If you need training in
the FPS process, please check our coach training
information on page 5 of this newsletter. There is no
charge for the coach training if you commit to joining
our evaluation team. If you are an experienced coach or
FPS alumna, we invite you to join us on Saturday,
October 26, from 9:00 a.m. to noon.
What is the time commitment for an Evaluator? The
training time is different for everyone. If you are already
a coach or FPS Alumna, you will learn very fast. We
require that all evaluators do research. We send you a
minimum standard and are always glad when more is
done. Often, the evaluators will send out research links
that they have found. We do not make you go out on
your own to research a topic. Our evaluators generally

All evaluators need to score at least two groupings of
five booklets during the regional evaluation weekend
that starts Friday morning, February 7, and ends Sunday
noon on the 9th. A few evaluators do all three days while
most work on Saturday only.
The last really important date is Saturday, March 29, our
state competition day! All evaluators work at different
speeds. Each evaluator scores five booklets, while some
do up to ten or more. The more evaluators we have on
this date, the less booklets each evaluator needs to do,
and the more quality feedback we can give the students.
We offer a small stipend in appreciation
of your time and talents: $10.00 per
team booklet evaluated and $7.00 per
individual booklet evaluated. A noon
meal and snacks are provided throughout the day for
onsite evaluators.
To learn more about becoming an evaluator, contact:
adam.schoh@gmail.com

Scenario Performance
The MN FPSP will be offering Scenario Performance
this year. Developed by FPSP Australia, Inc., in 2010,
according to the program’s 2010 Scenario Performance
Handbook:
“Scenario Performance is a relatively new Future
Problem Solving option that is, at present, unique to
Australia, although it has been trialed in other affiliates.
Essentially, it is Scenario Writing in a verbal form; the
program asks students to tell a story that meets all the
parameters of Scenario Writing, except that the story is
told orally, rather than in the written word. (cont. pg 11)
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(Continued from page 10)
“Consequently, Scenario Performance is an oral
storytelling activity for individual students, offering
them the opportunity to enlarge, enrich and make more
accurate their images of the future. Students are
challenged to create a story of between 4 - 5 minute
duration, set at least 20 years in the future, and that
arises from any one of the topics set for the year.
Submission will take the form of a DVD of the student
delivering an oral telling of their story, undertaken in
one take without the use of any props or aids, beyond the
use of their voice.”
To view two examples of Australia’s National
Competition winners go to:
http://s1100.photobucket.com/albums/g407/FPSOfficeM
gr/?action=view&current=khoo.mp4
If you are interested in learning more about this new
component, please contact cheryl@mnfpsp.org

Creating an MN FPSP Account
Go to: http://www.mnfpsp.org Just under the logo you
will see tab titles going from left to right. If you did not
re-create your account last spring, be sure to do so under
the Coaches Tab by clicking on "Login." If you can't
remember if you set up your new account, just try your
user name and password that you have on file. If it does
not work, you probably need to reset your account. You
may use your old user name and password. Each year,
for security purposes, we ask you to re-create your
account by clicking “Create an Account” and following
the prompts. Once authorized by a site administrator,
you’ll be able to download the Program Materials as you
have in the past.
New coaches, if you have any questions, please contact
our webmaster, Nathan Duffy: duffy42@gmail.com

How to Participate in the
MN FPSP

2013 Donors
Action Plan Donors ($1000 or more)
$10,000 -- Anonymous
$1,500 -- IBM
Solution Donors ($500-$999)
Wells Fargo
Underlying Problem Donors ($100-$499)
Caledonia Haulers - State Champ/IC Tee Shirts,
Vernae Hasbargen,
Blandin Foundation in Honor of Vernae Hasbargen,
Allen and Connie Meiners,
Adam Schoh,
Joseph Lefto,
Maura Stoltz-Hasan (In-kind donations)

Participation begins with a school-approved coach.
Coaches may be teachers, retired teachers, parents or
volunteers from the community. Coaches receive
training by attending an MN FPSP sponsored workshop.
Workshops are conducted by the Executive Director or
FPSP trainers. A workshop fee is charged. Another way
to participate is to become a state certified evaluator.
Training is provided at no charge. Volunteers are also
needed for regional, state and international competitions.
Email Cheryl@mnfpsp.org for more information about
any of these opportunities.

The FPSP helps students
to become learners,
leaders, and catalysts for
positive change.

Challenge Donors (up to $99)
Don and Marilyn Wilke,
Wilma Schoh,
Sophia Miller,
Sue Karp (In-kind donations),
Kathy Ketola (In-kind donations)

The MN FPSP students, parents, staff, coaches,
and board thank you for your support!
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Minnesota IC Results
Congratulations to:
Junior Division – Global Issues Problem Solving
MAGIC Competition:
4th Place – Mikael Buenk, Grandview Middle School,
coached by Julie Taintor.

Middle Division – Global Issues
Problem Solving

Contrary to popular belief, the modern crisis is not
“economic crisis,” “social crisis,” “political crisis,” or
“environmental crisis,” per se. It is not separate crises,
either. As such, it is not likely going to be resolved
within the framework of accepted understandings. The
long history of failed solutions suggests that we may
have been trying to solve the wrong problems, or the
symptoms rather than the real crisis. To consider:
Why has the most brilliant civilization in human history
left practically everyone unhappy and worried?
Why do many people who have all they ever wanted,
self-reportedly, feel empty inside and still look for
something that is missing from their lives?
Why is there so much stress and emotional breakdown in
modern society? Or, why are anti-depressants becoming
increasingly popular?
How come “ever more people today have the means to
live but not the meaning to live for?”
Why do “most of us go to our graves with our music still
inside?”
Are the modern crises unsolved because they are too
difficult to solve, or because we have not yet found
appropriate framework for understanding and resolving
them?

Team Competition: Roseville Parkview Center School,
pictured above.
3rd Place: Back Row (l-r) George Burkhardt, Eamon
Kuhne, Ben George, Heather Knutson, Nan Taylor,
coach
4th Place: Front Row (l-r) Eileen Schrot, Grace Smith,
Emily Lentz-Hoops, Bianca Wang-Polendo

These disquieting trends and anomalies are the reasons
for this compendium. Here, in 1,771 simple but soulstirring representations of human nature is a new and
authentic paradigm for thinking about ourselves that is
key to understanding and resolving the dreadful situation
the world is facing.

MAGIC Competition:
2nd Place: Nina Vang
3rd Place: Kelly Couillard
Both students coached by Peg Tembreull, Centennial
Middle School.
"Revealing the Truth about Human Nature"
New book by Efiong Etuk

Published on Jul 17, 2013
Introduction Written by Efiong Etuk
Awakening a global creativity consciousness. Calling
world attention to our most important but historically
overlooked and lost human quality.
Beware continuing to solve the wrong problems!
Beware continuing to tackle the effects rather than their
underlying cause – the symptoms rather than the root
problem.

Sobering and at times convicting, the insights that are
brought together in this compendium represent
perspectives from across the disciplines: social science,
metaphysics, and the humanities. These insights are
arranged alphabetically and numbered. Alphabetical
arrangement makes it possible to read the book from
practically any page, to the same effect. Numbering
makes it easy to identify and locate particular insights.
Critical analysis of the insights uncovers our essentially
creative nature as humans, Homo Creativus, driven
primarily to develop and engage one’s abilities in
meaningful actions, with economic consumption as the
means to that end. The analysis further yields these
conclusions:
First, the belief that people are inherently self-interested,
competitive, and materialistic is flawed and misleading.
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(Revealing the Truth continued on page 13)

(Revealing the Truth continued from page 12)
Second, policies and decisions need to be conceived
with regard to our authentic, quintessentially creative
nature, if they are to truly succeed and endure.
Third, the real but unnoticed crisis the world is facing
seems to be a creativity crisis. This is the inability of the
vast majority of people to develop and engage their
natural abilities in significant and beneficial actions and,
resultantly, the global epidemic of meaninglessness, of
which very many problems are the symptoms.

2013-14 Tee Shirt Pre-order
Information
We will again do our online tee shirt pre-order.

Fourth, the best hope of resolving our present difficulties
and of building a truly viable and sustainable global
civilization is, first, to correct the mistaken view we hold
about ourselves and, second, to conform policies and
decisions to our authentic essence.

1. Information will be sent out in early November.
2. You may send the information to families so
they can order or you can collect all of the
orders and submit the order for them. We had

Revealing the Truth about Human Nature presents the
logical and necessary starting-point for correcting the
misleading beliefs we hold about ourselves. In words
that reach to our very depths and souls, the compendium
uncovers our creative but historically overlooked
essence and, by implication, the foundation for building
the much desired viable and sustainable global society.
Revealing the Truth about Human Nature is not a
reading book in the conventional sense. Other than the
Prologue and the Epilogue, the rest of the compendium
is intended as a resource for lifelong contemplation.

some families last year that did not use credit
cards so the coaches collected the money and
ordered for them.
3. The tee shirts will be ordered and paid for
online.
4. They will be delivered at your regional
competition, unless other plans are made to have
them delivered or shipped. Shipping will cost

For excerpts from the book go to:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0xx7JfnqHUQ&featu
re=youtu.be

extra.
5. An email will be sent to all coaches when

this year’s tee shirt is posted on our website.
By popular demand, the shirts will be
Florescent Orange. (This is definitely

"Creating the future is
everyone's business because
everyone is going to live
there."
- August Thayer Jaccaci

NOT the correct color in the type.)
Thank you for your support as we improve this important part
of the MN FPSP for students.

“We found that after 30 or 40 years
other things became more important
than achievement, intelligence, and
creativity….I call these ‘Beyonder’
characteristics, such as
persistence, courage, willingness to
take a risk, and loving and doing
what you can do well.” ~ E. Paul Torrance
~ 13 ~

Future Problem Solving Calendar and Fees
2013-2014
Register on our website: www.mnfpsp.org
TRAINING/DATE
REGISTRATION DEADLINE
Coaches’ Workshops
Thursday, September 19, Richfield, Beginner, Day One
September 13, 2013
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Friday, September 20, Richfield, Beginner Day Two
September 13, 2013
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
NOTE: You may attend Day One only but:
You must attend the Beginner Day One before attending Beginner Day Two.

FEE
$125.00
$ 75.00

Friday, September 20, Advanced Coach Training
September 13, 2013
$ 95.00
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Friday, September 20, Scenario Coach Training
September 13, 2013
$125.00
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 21, CmPS Coach Training
September 13, 2013
$75.00
9:00 a.m. to noon
$75 per coach, includes CmPS Handbook, $25 per student (up to 2 students per coach), $15 per parent.
Coaches must have been trained in the FPS process and must have coached GIPS for at least one year.
Tuesday, October 22, Richfield, Beginner Coach, One day only
October 15, 2013
$125.00
For training opportunities within your district please contact cheryl@mnfpsp.org
Workshop Registration forms can be found on our website: www.mnfpsp.org
Saturday, October 26, Evaluator Training, 9-noon
Please register by October 18
(Contact the MN FPSP office for info and to register for evaluator training.)

NA

DISTRICT REGISTRATIONS – Go to www.mnfpsp.org and click on “District Registration”
New Districts
October 15, 2013
$ 90.00
Returning Districts
October 15, 2013
$135.00
Non-District and Home School
October 15, 2013
$ 50.00
GLOBAL ISSUES PROBLEM SOLVING - GIPS (Teams and Individuals)
Team & Individual Registrations and Fees Due* November 1, 2013
$110.00 per team
Go to www.mnfpsp.org and click on ROCS
$ 35.00 per Individual
*Please note: The Team Fee covers evaluation of the Problems #1 and #2, and the opportunity to participate at a
Regional Competition. The Individual Fee covers Problem #2 and Regional Competition.
Problem #1 (Optional, but recommended)
Topic: Social Isolation

November 1, 2013
(Submit Steps 1 – 3 on ROCS)
(Junior/Middle upload on ROCS, Seniors work on ROCS)

Problem #2 (Mandatory to qualify for regional competition.) November 26, 2013 (Submit all steps on ROCS)
Topic: Desertification
(Junior/Middle upload on ROCS, Seniors work on ROCS)
Problem #2 Evaluation
Problem #2 Results released on ROCS

December 6-7, 2013
December 9, 2013
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Regional Info will be sent via Email

Regional Registration of Student Names Due
December 18, 2013
(Required! We will assume you are not competing if we do not receive a coversheet with your student names.)
Regional Competitions – As assigned
February 1, 2014
(Seniors will do work on ROCS)
Topic: Surveillance Society
(Junior & Middle teams on paper)
Regional Evaluation
February 7, 8, 9, 2014
Regional Mail back
February 11, 2014
State Competition Registrations Due
State Competition Fees Due

February 28, 2014
March 21, 2014
Individual Competition
Alternates Competition

State Competition – March 29, 2014, Centennial Middle School
Topic: Land Transportation
399 Elm St., Lino Lakes
International Conference
Topic: TBA
Hosted by Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa

$150.00 per team
$35.00 per person
$25.00 per person

(Junior/Middle Done on Paper)
(Senior Work Done On ROCS)

June 12 - 15, 2014

~$500 / person
plus travel expenses

Freelance Evaluation is available throughout the year for new teams, new coaches, and for classrooms. The cost is
$20.00 per team per evaluation. Contact cheryl@mnfpsp.org for details and due dates. Quality feedback is provided by
experienced evaluators. This is a great way for new teams and coaches to save money while receiving year-long
training. Freelance teams are non-competitive.
SCENARIO WRITING – Submit on ROCS
Scenario Writing Year Long (First Submission)
Scenario Writing (Final Submission)

November 29, 2013
January 30, 2014

COMMUNITY PROBLEM SOLVING - Submit on ROCS
CmPS Preliminary Report and Fees Due
December 13, 2013
(Awards will be given for up to 15 students for Teams.)
CmPS State Competition Materials Due
March 14, 2014

$65.00/Student

$180.00/Team
$ 50.00/Individual

Please note: There will be a $20.00 per team or individual fee assessed for each late registration and/or late payment. The due date
reflects the postmark or ROCS due date. Teams that have not paid registration and outstanding late fees by the date of competition
will not be evaluated and will, therefore, not be eligible to advance to the next level of competition.

*** No special accommodations will be made for students testing on competition dates.
ACT Test Dates: September 21, October 26, December 14, 2013
February 8, April 12, and June 14, 2014
SAT Test Dates: October 5, November 2, December 7, 2013
January 25, March 8, May 3, and June 7, 2014
**** All teams are required to compete in the Presentation of Action Plan at the State Competition in order for their written work to qualify to
advance. Accommodations cannot be made for other activities.

BOARD MEETINGS
Board Meeting
Distance/Electronic Meeting
MN FPSP Annual Board Meeting

October 26, 2013 (1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.)
February 20, 2014
June 28, 2014 (8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.)
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